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 A few  Sundays ago our parish hosted an Advent Experience.  Members 
of our parish gathered, shared lunch, heard a talk about the season of 
Advent and then each household was given the opportunity to make an 
Advent wreath for their own homes.  This simple afternoon was much 
more than merely making a decoration for our tables.  In the  pastoral         
message of the U.S. Catholic Bishops "Follow The Way of Love" we are 
reminded that not only do we  belong to the 

church but that our daily lives are a true expression of the church.   
This calls us to a greater appreciation for this season of Advent.        
During this hectic season we can easily forget that we are called to be 
Church for our families and all those that we  encounter. Advent is a 
time we wait in joyful hope for the second coming of  Christ as we 
prepare to commemorate his birth. Our Sunday Scripture readings 
focus on the theme of justice as we anticipate and hope for the       
messianic reign of God to come and transform our world.  And while we wait, we are called to be 
ambassadors of peace, and messengers of justice.  We are called to participate fully in the divine  
presence of God in our world. This begins in our homes and in our neighborhoods.  To proclaim 
the good news, to pray for peace and to give generously not only of what we have but of who 
we are.  May God surprise you in wonderful ways this season!                                                                               
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