








Page Five 

From Fr. Mark    This weekend, those of you who attend the 11:00 Mass will see that the    
homily is being  videotaped. This gives me the opportunity to share with you some news that is 
exciting for me and which will hopefully be enriching for the parish as well. I am applying to   
enroll as a  candidate in the Doctor of Ministry program at the Aquinas Institute in St. Louis,       
Missouri. The Doctor of Ministry program at the Aquinas Institute is focused on preaching. A  
recorded sample of my preaching is required for the application process. 
 
The Aquinas Institute is a graduate school of theology sponsored by the Dominican Order and 
partnered with the Jesuit-run St. Louis University. To date, it is the only Catholic doctoral        
program in preaching in the world. This program offers me an incredible opportunity to further 
my studies and develop additional skills in a field of ministry which I truly love. In addition, I 
will be studying with people from all over North America at a school with an excellent           
reputation. 
 
Best of all, the program is designed for people with full-time ministerial commitments. I will be 
able to continue my work at Resurrection with minimal interruption. If accepted, I will begin my 
course of study in July of 2008. I will be required to be in St. Louis for one week of classes each 
semester, or for two weeks each year. The rest of the time I will participate in interactive / on-line 
learning. Following the publication of a final Thesis Project, I would be eligible for graduation in 
the summer of 2011. That would coincide with my 25th anniversary of priestly ministry. 
 
It is important to me that the parish understands that I will continue to serve the parish as          
Coordinator of the Pastoral Team without interruption throughout my course of study. Also, with 
the exception of the annual stipend for continuing education which is a part of the salary           
approved by the Diocese for all diocesan clergy, I will be responsible personally for any cost     
associated with this degree. There will be no financial burden to the parish. 
 
I am certain that my continuing education will benefit the parish in the long run. In the short run, 
you might say a prayer that I am accepted! 
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